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Elba Central School 

Dear Lancer family, 
 
What a first half of the year!  I am energized by the academic growth that our students are 
demonstrating.  In the elementary school, teachers are involved in regular data dives for 
interventions and students are readily receiving clear and targeted support daily. Secondary 
students wrapped up a midterm week, which closely aligned with what they will experience 
during Regents week in June.  Based on teachers’ analysis, the assessments show promising 
results.  Our students are bouncing back from the effects of a long pandemic and I am       

inspired by their resilience.  Further, I am proud of the teachers for their determination and patience. One of 
the best parts of my day is visiting classrooms to watch teachers and students engaged in challenging work.  I 
reflect on Steven Covey’s words, “Where you’re headed is more important than how fast you’re going.”  This is 
evident in learning; the ultimate goal is certainly moving to the next grade and then on to graduation.  However, 
it is the daily cumulative growth that leads to a brain full of knowledge, a determined spirit, and the character to 
match.  I am convinced that there is no better place to learn academics - nor how to grow into a productive        
citizen - than at Elba Central.   

 
As the second half of the year is now underway, we have much to look forward to.  Within the next 

month, the District will have a clear vision of the next capital project. The principals are beginning to plan   
graduation events and large-scale field trips in the midst of leading robust instruction and learning. Teachers 
are fully engaged in second semester curricula. We have several community events planned to engage and     
connect with our entire Elba family.  The next twenty weeks will be very busy. 

 
I am very excited to share that Elba Central School was selected as one of 24 schools in New York State 

to receive a UPK expansion grant.  This means that ECS was awarded funding to expand our program from a 
half-day program to a full-day program.  Throughout this spring, we will work to plan a well-rounded               
experience for our littlest Lancers to ensure success as they begin school.    

 
Finally, I wanted to share that the Elba Central School community was recognized by the Genesee   

County legislature for opening as a warming shelter during the Christmas storm. The District received a        
commendation on behalf of the Elba community and it is displayed at the school.  What we all know, however, 
is that while proclamations are wonderful, it is the awareness of how caring our community is that                    
resonates.  So many people came together to care for complete strangers  within the warmth of our school’s 
walls.   Elba is a special place.  When I refer to the Elba family it is with so much pride; we truly do take care of 
each other.   

 
As always, it is my honor to serve as the Superintendent of the Elba Central School District.  May 2023 

be a year full of accomplishments and blessings. 
 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Gretchen Rosales  

SUPERINTENDENT—Gretchen Rosales 
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JSHS News—Morgan Marcello  
 

Februrary 2023 
 

Greetings Lancer Families, 
 

It is difficult to believe we are already halfway through the 2022-2023 school year; we 
have already accomplished so much at the Junior/Senior High School. I am so proud of 
our students and staff for all of their hard work and dedication. Our classrooms continue 
to be vibrant hubs of learning and growth, our extracurricular groups are organizing 
memorable events for our community, and we continue to focus on how to get even     
better as the school year progresses. 
 

After teachers analyzed data from spring and summer exams, a common theme that surfaced between  
departments was a need for students to practice test-taking. For this reason, the JSHS organized and     
carried out a midterm week for our students. During this week, students reported for half day blocks in 
which they were able to either take required New York State Regents Exams, or experience authentic   
simulations of what Regents and New York State high stakes tests will be like in their futures. I’m happy to 
share that this week yielded many positive outcomes for our students and staff. Our students performed 
exceptionally well on their assessments, and teachers were provided with powerful data to help them 
drive their instruction for the remainder of the school year. I am confident that this preparation will help 
our students feel more comfortable, and ultimately perform better on their end of the school year exams. 
Thank you for your flexibility and support with this endeavor!  
 

Aside from the continued emphasis on relationships and rigor that our teachers and students experience 
on a daily basis in the classroom, our extracurricular clubs have organized so many great opportunities 
for us this school year! Clubs offered to our students in the JSHS include: Student Council, Student Athletic 
Association, Trap/Conservation Club, Technology Club, Envirothon, Masterminds, Scholastic Bowl, Ski 
Club, Pride and Allies, Future Teachers, Page Turners, Library Club, Lego Club, Jazz Ensemble, Drama Club, 
FFA, Revue Yearbook Club, and Multicultural Club. If your child is interested in being a member of one of 
these clubs and has not yet joined, please contact the high school office and we can point you in the           
direction of the advisors. These extracurricular organizations offer so many great opportunities for       
students to learn leadership qualities and interact with their peers and the community in various ways. 
We hope you’ll consider joining; it’s never too late!   
 

As we round out the winter months and look forward to welcoming the warmer weather and spring     
season, we have plenty left to do! We are looking forward to a 
spring full of continued learning and growth, with the fun          
addition of trips, athletic contests, assemblies, conferences,             
competitions, and, of course, a well-deserved celebration for our 
Class of 2023 Lancers! Try not to blink; it will be here before we 
know it! This time of year is special because of the continued       
support and presence of our community. Thank you for your  
endless dedication to our students, and for your partnership in 
their education. It is my continued honor to serve as the Principal 
of this exceptional school. 
 
 

With Lancer Pride, 

Mrs. Morgan Marcello 



Elba Central School 

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL—Jessica Cramer 
 
Dear Elba Community, 
 
How is it already February? It seems as though we just opened the doors to begin a new school year! Our 
Little Elba Lancers have been busy learning new skills and content each and every day. They continue to 
work on being Lancer Leaders - being respectful, responsible, and safe! Since our last District Newsletter, 
our Little Lancers had many opportunities to show kindness to others and explore holiday traditions, both 
new and old. I especially loved ending the week before Christmas with the annual Christmas Sing-A-Long! 
What a great way to get ready for the holiday season.  

 
As you will notice below, January was also a busy month for our Little Lancers. I continue to love spending time getting to 
know our students and seeing the amazing relationships our teachers and staff have with our students. February began with 
celebrating Global Day of Play and World Read Aloud Day on February 1st. World Read Aloud Day is a day dedicated not just 
to reading, but to the art and practice of reading aloud. Stories were passed down from generation to generation even before 
writing was invented. Oral forms of storytelling were the earliest way of preserving human knowledge, insight, and creativity. 
This day helps us bring this tradition back to reading while promoting literacy. I was able to share my love of and passion for 
reading by reading to each of our classes. I read the book One Word for Kids: A Great Way to Have Your Best Year Ever by one 
of my favorite inspirational authors for both adults and kids, Jon Gordon. I even challenged our students to choose their own 
one word that will help them finish the year strong! February will also bring the 100th day of school and Valentine's Day - 
both falling on the same day this year!  
 
January highlights: 
 
UPK: 
Our Little Elba Lancers had a full month of learning about hibernation, bears, polar animals, and winter! There was even a 
Teddy Bear Picnic and Teddy Bear Pancake Breakfast. They also continued to focus on learning letters and sounds, including 
A, U, C, and G! At the end of the month our littles learned about transportation and brought in a toy vehicle. They did some 
"maintenance" work on the vehicles, made a food car out of grapes and apples, and even traced the letter G with a toy car in 
paint. Mrs. Vigneri challenged her students to use Playdoh to practice counting numbers on construction vehicles! What a 
busy month! 
 
KINDERGARTEN: 
Kindergarteners learned how to bowl in PE class this month. Students aimed to knock down bowling pins and even had to 
take turns! They also learned all about arctic animals. You could even see our kindergarteners pretending to be Arctic animals 
during playtime! Our little kindergarteners reviewed short vowel sounds and practiced writing more words. These little Elba 
Lancers continue to work on practicing how to write all of the sounds they hear! In Math, they used shapes to build new 

shapes. By using pattern blocks, they recreated different items and focused on adding numbers too. They 
are learning and growing so much each day! 
 
FIRST GRADE: 
First grade continues to work hard in math! Subtraction was a big focus this month! In Writing, students 
brought in collections of items to write about. They wrote opinion writing pieces, having to distinguish 
between fact and opinions! Our students sure have some opinions about topics, including which is          
better: summer or winter! To become amazing readers, first graders learned more sounds and letter                   
combinations, including words that have -all, -oll, and -ull in them. Great job first grade! 
 
SECOND GRADE: 

Our second graders wrote opinion letters about their favorite books and characters this 
month. The second graders worked hard learning to count money and tell time. They also    
began learning how to add and subtract three-digit numbers. Second graders during WIN with 
Mrs. Gillard worked on their STEM skills. They used items to create tools to grab items out of a 
"storm drain". What great perseverance skills they had to continue to improve their tools to 
get the items. Teamwork was in full swing! 
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UPK/Kindergarten Registrations 
 

If you are a resident of the Elba Central School District and have a child who will be 4 years old on or before December 
1, 2023, and are interested in sending your child to Pre-Kindergarten for the 2023-2024 school year, please contact the 
Elementary Office at 757-9967 ext. 1600 by February 27th. The Pre-kindergarten program will be a full-day program 
next year, with a possible half-day program. More information will be provided in the next few months, including           
registration. 
 

In the same regard, if you have a child who will be five years of age on or before December 1, 2023, they are eligible for 
entrance to Kindergarten in September of 2023. If your child is not currently attending our Pre-kindergarten program, 
please make sure the office has your child’s pertinent information so your family is included in any future mailings.  
 

If you are a new family in the school district with a child or children not yet in school, please notify the school as soon as 

possible so our records are as up-to-date as possible. Parents may contact the Elba Elementary office by calling the     

number listed above or sending the information to the Elba Elementary School office, PO Box 370, Elba, NY 14058. 

THIRD GRADE: 
Third grade was busy this month! Our students are continuing to practice their math facts and develop their fluency skills, 
especially with multiplication and division. In writing, our third graders worked on opinion writing. To wrap up the month, 
Ag in the Classroom, from Cornell Cooperative Extension of Genesee County, stopped in to teach our students. Students 
learned about eggs and planting food, as well as the 5 food groups. They were challenged to create their own "plate" which 
needed to include all 5 food groups! Third graders also enjoyed a little snack! Coach Beehler had 
our third graders working hard in PE centers! Just look at that large cup stacking! 
 
FOURTH GRADE: 
Fourth graders painted a NYS map in Social Studies class this month. We have some pretty good 
artists. In Reading, students learned more about Nonfiction Text Features and the support they 
provide to readers. During January, students performed "Nonfiction Text Surgery" during Reading. 
Students wore a blue shirt to symbolize a surgeon's gown, and there were also a few students who 
sported some scrubs. It was so quiet in the room as students searched for nonfiction text features 
(captions, diagrams, tables of contents etc.) in a magazine in the "surgery room". 
 
FIFTH GRADE: 
In Library this month, fifth graders reviewed library expectations and worked as groups to deter-
mine why good behavior is important. Students engaged in a carousel activity where they moved 
from one poster to another, writing ways to show being respectful, responsible, and safe in the 
library. Fifth graders even had the opportunity to play a game to review the rules! 
 
These fifth-grade students decided to do a Three King's Day celebration in their ENL class & teach 
Mrs. Franck’s family! One student read a book in Spanish and other kids read a book in English. 
They made crowns fit for kings (and queens) and even drank hot cocoa. Fifth graders in Math learned about dividing deci-
mals this month! You should have seen their brains working to figure out how to solve real-life word problems. 
 
SIXTH GRADE: 
Our 6th-grade students began their Tchoukball unit with Coach Pedro this month. This is a game where students have to 
throw the Tchoukball at a rebounder to score points. Their opponents can block the ball or catch it on defense. In Reading, 
with Mr. Piotrowski, our sixth graders were able to read Maniac Magee and discuss literary devices and vocabulary terms. In 
sixth grade Math, students let me watch as they reviewed for a math test with Miss Brewer. They sure had me thinking back 
to learning PEMDAS in school. Students also worked on showing their math thinking in writing and evaluating expressions!  
 
As we continue to learn and grow together, we are accomplishing so much together. Elba Elementary continues to celebrate 
our collective successes this school year.  As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns! 
 
With Lancer Pride, 

 
Jessica Cramer 



Elba Central School 

Welcome new ECS staff members… 

Elizabeth Garcia 
 
Hello! My name is Elizabeth Garcia and I am the new Teacher Aide in Kindergarten. I have 
lived in Elba my whole life and I am a 2021 Graduate. I’m glad to be back at ECS and helping 
the Kindergarten room. It is definitely a cool experience coming back and having my old 
teachers as my coworkers. I also have a second job working at the YMCA after school        
program. Outside of work I enjoy spending time with family and friends, treasuring the time 
with them. I’m so glad to be working here at Elba. It’s the perfect little school with amazing 
students and the friendliest faculty and staff.  

Megan Smith 
 
Hi my name is Megan Smith and I am the ENL student teacher at Elba! I am a senior at 
Niagara University and I live right in Batavia. I am working with Mrs. Matos right now 
in the elementary and I am having so much fun! I am looking forward to moving up to 
the high school in a few weeks!   

Matthew Boyce 
 
My name is Matthew Boyce and I teach 8th and 9th grade English, as well 
as AP Literature and Composition. I am a graduate of Roberts Wesleyan 
College and am currently completing my Master’s degree in literacy         
education. I reside in Batavia with my 3 children, Matthew (16), Harley 
(12), and Christian (2). Matthew and Harley have both enrolled in Elba 
CSD along with me, and we all agreed that Elba immediately felt like 
home. We enjoy a lot of outdoor activities as a family such as hiking,     
fishing, camping, hunting, and barbecues. Some of my personal hobbies 
include reading and writing (naturally!), working on electric guitars, and 
cooking. We are so excited to be a part of the Elba community and look 
forward to working together!   

 
Welcome to the 2nd half of the school year!! 
 
If your child/children are already receiving the ECS Backpack Program, there is no need to do 
anything to remain in the program for the rest of the school year. 
 
If you have an interest, or finding that your family needs some additional help with food on the 
weekend,  please visit the ECS Backpack Program link on ParentSquare or contact the ECS 
Health Office at 585-757-9967 x1240 or 1241.
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               Math Department  
 
Hello from your ECS Math Department.   
 
We would like to remind parents and guardians that students may elect to receive GCC 
credit for the following five courses held right here at ECS. 
 
 
3 credits each: Algebra II (known locally as College Algebra ACE - no regents credit) 
                Algebra III (known locally as Applied Trigonometry ACE - no regents credit) 
                Algebra III (completed at the same time as our Regents level Alg II) 
 
4 credits each: PreCalculus ACE 
                Calculus ACE 

 
Each course has many application problems which involve STEM objectives to enable your student to understand where these 
math concepts are implemented in various careers.   
 
The cost savings is tremendous!  Students pay a third of what a student from Genesee County would pay attending SUNY 
GCC.  An additional benefit is that students may stay after for extra help Tuesday-Friday and get extra individualized attention 
needed to understand the material. 
 
As an added bonus, your student may elect to receive 2 GCC Physical Education credits for our Yoga and Mindfulness courses 
(Beginner Yoga semester 1; Intermediate Yoga semester 2).  
It is a great opportunity for students to build strength and flexibility while learning physical coping skills such as breathing and 
meditation to assist with overall wellness and help deal with stress.   
 
Please feel free to contact Cindy Morgan with any questions.  We are looking forward to working with your student! 
 
 
The 7th and 8th graders have been working hard this year so far! 

 7th grade has covered operations with signed numbers, proportional relationships, and percent.  Next, we will move on to 
linear expressions, equations, and inequalities, statistics and probability, and finish out the year with some geometry,   
particularly angles and triangles. 

 The accelerated section of 7th grade has covered operations with signed numbers, proportional relationships, percent, and 
linear expressions, equations, and inequalities. We will move on to probability and statistics next before moving into a lot 
of geometry topics as we transition into 8th grade curriculum. 

 8th grade has covered basic geometry topics including transformations of angles and shapes, both in and out of the       
coordinate plane.  To determine angle measures, we have used algebraic equations quite a bit, as well.  We will continue 
in geometry with dilations of shapes before moving on to linear equations and functions, roots of numbers, volume and 
surface area, and scientific notation. 

 
We are only halfway through the year and will spend the remaining twenty weeks working hard to cover all the exciting topics we 
have left! 
 
What are ten things you can always count on?  YOUR FINGERS!!!... and of course, Algebra and Geometry students working  
extremely hard to achieve all of our goals for this upcoming year.  With midterms just wrapping up, here is a summary of each 
class: 

 Algebra students have been focusing on expressions, equations, and inequalities.  While not only solving them for the 
desired variable, we have also been able to graph them and answer questions about said graphs.  Next up we will be    
looking into exponential values and functions and then eventually moving into polynomial functions. 

 In Geometry, we have covered a wide range of topics.  While we haven’t introduced 
the compass yet for constructions, we have constructed proofs with line segments, 
angles and transversals.  We also have discovered what makes triangles congruent vs 
similar and proved these  properties.  Some fun topics still to come are Pythagorean 
Theorem, Quadrilaterals, Trigonometry and Circle Problems. 

 Lastly, Consumer Math has been diving into real world math situations involving the 
use of credit cards, checking and savings accounts, and loans.  Eventually, we will be 
talking about budgeting, mortgages, home equity loans, and more topics that are    
relevant to them as they continue through life.   

 
It has been a great year so far and I look forward to continuing to work with your student!  
 

Department 
Spotlight! 
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GRADE 7 
High Honor 
Laina Casper 
Madison Lowe 
Ryan Marsceill 
Jacob Rombaut 
Clara Torrey 
 
Honor Roll 
Elle Marie Bentley 
Haylee Breemes 
Cynthia Capper 
Franklin Eastman 
Hunter Fincher 
Lauryn Hawkins 
Aiden Hyman 
Jackson Miller 
Connor Snell 
Brynn Stackhouse 
Jordynn Thompson 
 
Merit Roll 
Nicolas Calarco Smith 
Camdyn Ferrando 
Liam Howard 
Dakota Reigle 
Chase Zuber 
 
GRADE 8 
High Honor 
Lucia Longoria 
Madison Marks 
Roselin Sanchez 
 
Honor Roll 
Skyler Chamberlain 
Madilyn Marks 
Alexander Mendoza 
Evan Winspear 
Joseph Allport II 
Kaelin Ball 
Avalyn Buczek 
Brayan Castaneda 
Erik Garcia 
Justin Hart 
Brayden Jachimowicz 
Laney Mickey 
Brianna Totten 
Mason Vigiano 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 9 
High Honor 
Hannah Baldwin 
Mark Bondaruk 
Evelyn Chadbourne  
Alahna Chatt  
Lydia Ross 
Jade Winn 
Bing Zuber 
 
Honor Roll 
Jacen Belluscio 
Noah Calarco-Smith  
Lillian Finkney 
Eliseo Lagunas Perez 
Caroline Luft 
Caleb Mack 
Jeffrey Perez Fuentes 
Jennifer Portugal 
Gunnar Scarborough 
Dalirys Soto Burgos 
 
Merit Roll 
Mark Caparco 
Jada Fite 
Addison Keberle 
Grace Koch 
Cheyanne Navarra 
Emilio Rosales 
Nicholas Scott 
Brea Smith 
 
 
GRADE 10 
High Honor 
Jillian Brewer 
Sadee Dillon 
Amy Garcia Vasquez 
Timothy Kilner 
Hudson Luft 
Alexa Ocampo 
Jason Rowe 
 
Honor Roll 
Bailey Brunner 
Aerianna Cintorino 
Madalyn Hall 
Tyler Havens 
Sydney Reilly 
Abigail Russell 
Brenden Wyder 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 10  
Merit Roll 
Cooper Augello 
Addison Emerson 
Lyla Marsceill 
Mariah Ognibene 
 
GRADE 11 
High Honor 
Kennedy Augello 
Ava Chatt 
Halie Deville 
Alexandra Manley 
Alexander Marks 
Madison Thompson 
Rachel Walls 
Teresa Webster 
 
Honor 
Coy Allan Betts 
Mark Felschow 
Dante Grubb 
Adison Norton 
Emma Pangrazio 
Brianna Soria 
Chelsea Jo Vanelli 
Margaret Winspear 
 
Merit 
Kaden Ball 
Ashton Bezon 
Lillyan Cook 
Sofia Gomez 
Abrahaam Izucar Hernandez 
Dana Mills 
Patrick Olguin 
Angelo Penna 
Broderick Swinehart 
Addison Warriner 
Michael Warriner 
 
 
 
 

GRADE 12 
High Honor 
Amelia Brewer 
Aurora Brugnerotto 
Kyra Brunner 
Cameron Havens  
Kathrine Madsen 
Isabella Mateos 
Aidan McClurg 
Ann Navarra 
Taimi Pike 
John Riley Davis 
Emily Rowe 
 
Honor 
Zachary Bieber 
Brittany Brown 
Gage Chamberlain 
Sarah Gilliatt 
Ian Keberle  
Allison Kolerski 
Halle Mickey 
Joseph Perez Fuentes 
Jake Walczak 
 
Merit 
Jake Engle 
Tyler Kauffman 
Wendy Lagunas Perez 
Reynaldo Longoria 
Joey Schnitzer 
Connor Scott 
Colton Walczak 

ELBA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
SECOND MARKING PERIOD HONOR ROLL 

2022-2023 School Year 
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From the High School Counseling Office  
 
Upcoming events 
 
Graduating Seniors Job Fair at Batavia BOCES- February 28 

National College Fair at Rochester Riverside Convention Center(11th grade)- March 13, 2023 

*Meet with admission representatives from all types of colleges, universities, and the 
Armed Forces 

**Talk to a college counselor and visit our sponsor tables in the college advising center 

Genesee County Youth Conference(8th grade) at GCC- March 21, 2023 

GLOW with your hands Health Care day at GCC- March 24, 2023 

Seniors 

* Scholarships-applications for local opportunities will become available as we start the second half of the 
school year.  These will be  shared through parent square, student email and the daily announcements.   

*If you have not filed your FAFSA (https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa) and plan on attending       
college in the Fall,  do so ASAP.  

*Once you start receiving acceptance letters and financial aid information from individual schools, the link 
below will help you understand and compare your financial aid packages: 

https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/financial-aid/financial-aid-offers/ 

 
*For those looking to enter the workforce  after graduation: 
     -Work on building and writing your resume 
    -Fill out job applications 
     -Job shadow or volunteer 
 

Bridging Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS) from School to Home 
 

Just like at school, using PBIS  helps parents create and maintain a safe, structured, consistent home environment where 
adult-to-child relationships are strengthened.  It benefits all children by teaching positive behaviors and building life 
skills.  The impact of PBIS is increased when it is consistent with the PBIS process at school.  
 

When adults identify, teach, model and reinforce positive behavior, children are more likely to become respectful,           
responsible and safe.  To make the PBIS process successful at home, it is important to have the whole family involved.   
 

Children’s problem behavior may be prevented or reduced when behavior expectations are clearly defined and taught. 
Select one to three routines where growth is needed.  Teaching will focus on the expectations for these chosen routines. 
In order to keep the child engaged, use a variety of ways to demonstrate the behavior: 

 
 Model the behavior in the location where you want to see it; give clear, specific directions 
 Teach the wanted behavior one step at a time 
 Show examples and non-examples of the behavior  
 Give positive feedback 
 Practice improves confidence and skill. 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/financial-aid/financial-aid-offers/
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ECS Transportation Department 
Andy Reeb, Transportation Coordinator 

School Resource Officer—Deputy Ryan Young 
Hello Everyone, 
 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone warm and healthy.  In this letter I would like to discuss the 
topic of internet safety.  I have had the pleasure of working with Mrs. Carlie during her character 
education classes to speak with the elementary students about internet safety and who is a trusted 
adult.  We have a couple of classes that I am scheduled to meet with still, and then I will move 
onto the Jr/Sr high students.  With the elementary students, we have been explaining who a   
trusted adult is, what makes them a trusted adult, and when we should go to them. We have    
discussed internet usage and how to be safe on the internet. Jr. and Sr. High students will be 
learning about their digital footprint, how it follows them throughout their life and internet safety 

     and etiquette.  
 

In today’s society, we have the luxury to have the world at our fingertips on our phones.  Never have we had the power 
and ease of technology like we do now.  With this power comes many downsides as well.  I would like to invite parents to 
come in for an evening at the school for an informational meeting so that I can better assist parents with protecting your 
children on the internet.  We will discuss parental controls, privacy settings, and apps for you, as the parent, to be able to 
better monitor what your child is viewing.  We are still working on finalizing a date, but that information will be sent out 
to you once we have the details nailed down.  Thank you for your time, and I look forward to working with you on this 
topic.   
 

Deputy Ryan Young 

Happy Almost-Spring from all of us here at the       
Transportation Dept. I am glad to say that we have some 
new additions to our transportation family: Glenn,     

Jenny, and Scott.  If you see them, be sure to say hello!  
 
Safety Reminder: Please remember to stand back from the road 15 feet 
while waiting for the bus. Don’t load until the bus comes to a complete 
stop and the doors open. 

Right of Way 

When a school bus stops and flashes its red lights, 
traffic approaching from either direction must stop 
before reaching the bus: 

 on a two-lane road 
 on multi-lane highways 
 on divided highways 
                                                     Source:  NYS DMV 
 
 
 

4 Fun Facts About School Buses 
1) School buses are painted yellow so they can be more easily recognized.  

2) Some buses have white tops to keep the interior cooler.  

3) School buses don't need seatbelts because safety is built into their design.  

4) Over 480,000 school buses transport children each day. 

“School Bus Drivers are the people who transport children to their future!” 
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Health Office News 

Attendance Procedures 

Q Is your child sick or going to miss school? 

A  Pick one of these ways to notify us: 

 Respond to the Parent Square test message that you re-
ceive around 9 a.m. 

 Parent Square Direct Message to Glennda Boyce or         
Jennifer Manley Call 757-9967 x1241 or x1240 

 Email gboyce@elbacsd.org or jmanley@elbacsd.org 

 
Q  Do I still need to send a note? 

A  No, if you’ve notified us with one of the above methods, you 
do not need to send a note.  Only one notification form noted 
above is necessary. 

Q  What if I receive a letter in the mail about my child’s absences? 

A  Just fill in the reason your child was absent with the             
corresponding date and send it back to school with your child.  
It can be given to their teacher or brought to the Health Office 
and we will update their records accordingly. 

 

Q  If I contacted the school before 9 a.m., why do I still get a text 
message from Parent Square? 

A  The program recognizes all absences and wants to make sure 
that you are aware.  So, if you’ve already notified us then you 
can just disregard the text message. 

February is HEART Health Awareness 
Prevention of Heart Disease: 

Certain types of heart disease, such as heart defects, cannot be prevented. However, you can help prevent many other 
types of heart  disease by making the same lifestyle changes that can improve your heart function, such as: 
  Quit smoking or never start 
  Control other health conditions, such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol and diabetes 
  Exercise at least 30 minutes a day on most days of the week 
  Eat a diet that's low in salt and saturated fat                                                                                                          Resource: Mayo Clinic 
  Maintain a healthy weight 
  Reduce and manage stress 
  Practice good hygiene                                                                                                                                            

Why is exercise or physical activity 
important for my child? 
Increased physical activity has been associated 
with an increased life expectancy and de-
creased risk of cardiovascular disease. Physical 
activity produces overall physical, psychologi-
cal and social benefits. Inactive children are 
likely to become inactive adults. Physical ac-
tivity helps with: 

reducing blood pressure 
raising HDL ("good") cholesterol 
controlling weight 
reducing the risk of diabetes and some 

kinds of cancer 
improved psychological well-being, in-

cluding gaining more self-confidence 
and higher self-esteem 

Overweight, high blood pressure and cho-
lesterol, and diabetes are becoming 
more common in children 

Source: www.Americanheart.org 

Being efficient with attendance helps keep children safe. In order to accomplish this we need your help. Please call us at 757-9967   
extension 1241 if your child will be absent or tardy. You can leave a message any time of day or night. The phone messages are 
checked every morning and throughout the day. If your child is marked absent, an automatic Parent Square notification 
will be sent.. If we do not get a reply or call back, the Health Office will call you to see why your child is not in school. This is done for 
the safety of your child. A personal telephone call or an e-mail to the Health Office from the parent/guardian may also be recorded as an 
excuse. If your child is tardy, they must sign in at the District Office then go to the Health Office. They will then receive a 
pass to enter their class.  

When to keep your child home from school: 

 Please remember the following for keeping your child home from 
school: 

-Fever of 100 degrees or greater, in the past 24 hours without medications 

-Chills 

-Frequent, hard cough or chest congestion (controlled with medications) 

-Shortness of breath 

-Sore throat 

-Headache 

-Coughing 

-Nasal Congestion 

-Sleepy from an illness; Fatigue 

-Muscle or Body Aches 

-Ear pain and/or drainage from the ear 

-Large amount of discolored nasal drainage, especially with facial pain, headache, 
or fever 

- Nausea, vomiting/diarrhea, in the past 24 hours 

-Active scabies 

-Fungal infection 

-Strep infection/impetigo (honey crusted sores around nose/mouth, rash) not   
treated with antibiotics less than 24 hrs 

-Pink eye 

-Loss of taste or smell 
  

NOTE: Your child will be sent home from school if any of these symptoms occur 
during the school day. This increases your child's optimum health and comfort and 
also protects other children from becoming infected. If you need any COVID test 
kits please let the health office know.  

http://www.Americanheart.org
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Elba Central School Hall of Fame Foundation 

On February 3rd, we enjoyed recognizing and celebrating David Porter-Class of 1946, Charlie Pangrazio-Class of 1984, and Tyrone 
Woods-Class of 1990 with our Elba student body.  
 
Student leaders were able to enjoy lunch with two of our inductees, Charlie 
and Tyrone.  This included a great conversation on how Elba has contributed 
to their successes along with advice for our students.  Following the         
luncheon, our inductees along with our Junior and Senior High students had a 
town hall hour with Charlie and Tyrone.  Students were able to ask great 
questions that included important details of their time at ECS like what 
their favorite lunch was in the cafeteria to name an example. Later on the 3rd 
we also  honored Charlie, Tyrone, and the Porter family during halftime of 
the boys' varsity game.  Mr. Porter's family presented us with David's vintage 
Elba baseball uniform, which to our surprise was white and blue! This        
amazing detail in our school history will be preserved and put on display in 
the future for everyone to enjoy!  

On Saturday, February 4th at the Batavia Downs, we were able to officially      
present our inductees with their plaques as they were surrounded by family and 
friends from the Lancer community. It was a great night of memories and       
celebrations!   

Thank you to all that helped to make our event perfect!  Big thanks to our great 
emcee Mike Augello, Lori at Lori's Delectable Edibles for delicious desserts, the 
Batavia Downs Staff, our ECS Cafeteria staff along with faculty, maintenance, 
and student council, Amy Stucko in the District Office, Drew Muehlig for being a 
promotional sponsor, our Elba Town Hall and all those that have nominated    
people. It's a group effort that is much appreciated!   

The Hall of Fame committee is already talking about the next induction!  Now is 
the time to get your nominations in!  

The Elba CSD Hall of Fame recognizes outstanding achievements by alumni or 
residents who have greatly contributed to the well-being of our society through 

their hard work, talents, and leadership.  
There are four categories for nominees:   
 1.  An alumni of Elba Central School 
 2.  Community Member 
 3.  Honorary Selection (non-staff or alumni) 
 4.  Team nomination 
 
Nomination applications are continually accepted. If you would like to nominate someone, please complete an application form 
from the Hall of Fame page on our district website and mail it to Elba Central School, C/O Hall of Fame Committee,  57 South Main 
Elba NY 14058.  

SAVE THE DATE!!! ECS Hall of Fame Foundation will be hosting our famous Beef on Weck drive-through/pick-up dinner 
on Tuesday, May 16th from 4:30 to 6:30 PM in the north loop of the school.  This will take place during the budget vote and Spring 
Concert and Art Show.   

Dinner includes a beef on weck sandwich, macaroni salad, baked beans, coleslaw, cookie, and a bottle of water.  
Tickets are $12 and are PRE-SALE ONLY until May 12th!!!! Tickets can be purchased at:  
ECS District Office 
Elba Town Office 
Elba Village Office 
Funds from our dinner go directly to the annual scholarships to seniors and plaques.  
 
ATTENTION ECS CLASS OF 2023! The ECS HOF Foundation is accepting applications for senior scholarships. For an applica-
tion, please visit the Hall of Fame page on the district website. Please submit your applications by May 31, 2023.  
 
Would you like to join the Hall of Fame committee?  
We only meet a few times a year and would love you on our team! Please contact the District Office for more information.  
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Town of Elba Historian—Earl Roth 
 
As historian for the Town & Village of Elba, I always appreciate it when children and grandchildren of former residents forward 
photos and other items to me.  Those items, no longer hold any value to them, but those items help our current residents understand 
and appreciate Elba, what it was and what it is today. 
 
Recently, I received from Holly Dills and 
Beau Stratton a photograph of a girls’      
basketball team, with the letters 
“EHS” (Elba High School).  In the photo-
graph, Betty Bonney appears as team      
manager. Holly and Beau are grandchildren 
of Harry Bonney and children of Elizabeth 
(Betty) Bonney.  Harry Bonney was in   
farming operations with Roy A. Porter 
(Porter & Bonney).  In the 1930’s, Porter & 
Bonney grew potatoes in New York State, 
Florida and South Carolina.  Both served on 
The School Board for District #1 (village/
high school) and both championed           
centralization, with Roy Porter serving on 
ECS’s first Board of Education. 
 
Via comparison of team members and the 
years that they played basketball, against the 
Elba High School Yearbook (“The Revue”), 
it appears that the photograph forwarded is 
of the 1934 girls’ basketball team.   
 
In 1934, the High School was located in 
what is presently, the Elba Village Park.  
The school building was located directly 
behind the gazebo and in front of the larger 
pavilion.  In the summer, when the grass is 

suffering from heat and foot traffic, you can still see the outlines of the school-
house in the lawn.  The gymnasium was located at the southeast corner of the 
park and is now owned by the Murray family. In the basketball photograph you 
can see the wood frame of the structure. Prior to centralization in 1937 and        
construction of the new school in 1938, the Village School (District #1) served 
village students as well as high school       
students from the ten rural school 
houses. 
 
The photo shows Lester Benton as 
coach.  He joined the Elba faculty in 
1933 after graduating from the       
University of Buffalo with majors in 

physical education, science and math.  He would remain in Elba for the remainder of his 
career and succeed Hugh Vanderhoof as District Principal. 
 
Now for the sad part of this article; in the photograph, one of the players was Madolyn 
Hackett for which the 1937 Revue Yearbook was dedicated in her memory.  According to 

various newspaper accounts, the following occurred. On June 3, 1936, 
Madolyn and her cousin (Mildred Flattery of Batavia), both graduating     
seniors, decided to  attend The Silver Lake Resort for an evening of dancing 
with Alva Willis and Vincent Owens.  At eleven o’clock, a decision was made to rent a canoe and go for a ride.     
Vincent declined to go,  inasmuch as he could not swim.  Madolyn could not swim either, but decided to go anyway.  
An hour later, their overturned canoe was discovered and a search for them began. Once the visual search turned up 
nothing, a dragging of the lake began.  Involved in that search were fourteen boats, an airplane, Coast Guard        
equipment, C.C.C workers, NYS Police and numerous local volunteers.  In those days, dragging consisted of row 
boats towing grappling hooks and barbed wire in order to snag the bodies and bring them to the surface.  Finally on 
June 6th, the  bodies were recovered with Madolyn and Mildred clutching each other.  A double funeral was held for 
the two cousins. 

Top Row:  Lester H Benton 

Middle Row:  Elizabeth (Betty) Bonney-Manager, Philippa Zambito, Mildred Shultz, Cordelia 
Post, Marguarite Dorf, Viola Kirkpatrick, Madolyn Hackett, Virginia Dash, Wilma Burr, Helen 
Wigton, Genevieve Pelz, Hilda Wallman-Assistant Manager 

Front Row:  Alyce Dorf, Virginia Dorf, Doris Wigton, Hycinth Wallman, Vivian Kirkpatrick, 
Jean Burr, Sabina Pelz, Mary Calarco, Katherine Ruck, Genevieve Ess 



Spring 2023 Newsletter 

TOWN OF ELBA 

DOG LICENSES - Please call Trisha (757-2762, ext.10) to license your dog(s).  New York State Law REQUIRES that        
all dogs must be licensed in the Town, City or Village where the dog is harbored at the age of 4 months.   For new dog 
licenses, a current rabies certificate and a spay/neuter certificate (if applicable) is required.  For a renewal, a rabies     
certificate (if required) must be presented.  Fees for an unaltered dog is $15.00 and for spayed/neutered dog is $5.00.   
A license is a lost dog's ticket home!  
  
FLAGS - Retired American flags are collected at any time!  Feel free to drop them off to Trisha in the Town Clerk's      
office.  We will pass them onto the Boy Scouts.  
  
SOLAR – Please submit comments/questions regarding the Cider Solar Project  to CiderSolar@HecateEnergy.com or 
call (833) 529-6597. All comments and questions will receive a response from the Hecate Energy team.  
  
TOWN HIGHWAY – Work zones play a key role in maintaining and upgrading our town’s highway system.  Drivers can 
make roads safe by simply SLOWING down and obeying work zones - it is the LAW!  We have had several close calls in 
Elba.  If these instances continue, we will need to completely shut the road down while performing the necessary 
work.  Our Highway employees and contractors would like to go home to their families every night – please, SLOW 
DOWN! 
  
ASSESSMENT – Please contact Town Assessor Barry Flansburg with questions regarding your assessment.  He may be 
reached at barreas@rochester.rr.com or 585-734-8372. 
  
ZONING/CODE OFFICER – Please contact Mike Morris with any code or zoning questions.  He may be reached 
at ceozeo@elbanewyork.com or 585-250-0896.  

2023-24 Annual Meeting/Budget Information 

 

February 2, 2023— Board of Education Member Candidate Packets available 

April 17, 2023 by 5:00 pm— Board of Education Nomination Petitions due to the District Clerk 

April 18, 2023 at 10:00 am—Drawing of Names for position on ballots 

May 8, 2023 at 6:00 pm—Annual Public Budget Hearing 

May 16, 2023 12:00-8:00 pm—Annual Budget Vote and Election - Auditorium Lobby 

 
One seat on the Board of Education will expire on June 30, 2023.  This seat is currently held by Dean Norton.  This seat is for a five-
year term that will commence on July 1, 2023 and expire on June 30, 2028.   If you are interested in running for a seat on the Board of            
Education, please contact Donna Harris in the District Office at 585-757-9967 x1033. 

To vote at the Annual Budget Vote/Board of Education Member Election on May 16, 2023, you must be a qualified voter of the district.  
 
A qualified voter is: 
1. A citizen of the United States; 
2. Eighteen years of age (You may be asked to show proof of ages, such as a birth certificate or drivers license); and  
3. A resident within the Elba Central School District for a period of thirty days preceding May 16, 2023.  You do not need to be              

registered to vote. 

Handicap Parking Spots at School—Please note:   
 
Parking in a handicapped spot is a violation.  Please refrain from 
parking in these designated areas, even for a few moments, unless 
you have a valid parking permit.    
 
Please be considerate of those who have the right to park in these 
spots. 

mailto:CiderSolar@HecateEnergy.com
mailto:barreas@rochester.rr.com
mailto:markmikolajczyk@hotmail.com
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The Elba Betterment Committee     

The Elba Betterment Committee is gearing up for our 2023 season, thanks to a         
generous grant from the Genesee Orleans Regional Arts Council – Go Art! 
The fun begins in May with our second annual Mother’s Day Craft Show and 
Basket Raffle. The show and sale will be held Saturday, May 13 at the EFD 
Rec Hall.  If you were there last year you will remember the quality of the 
crafters and their wares.  This year promises to be more of the same. If you are 
a crafter interested in joining us that day, contact Pauli at                              
pmiano@rochester.rr.com.  More details will be coming soon. 

 

And while that sounds like lots of fun, everyone knows the highlight of summer in Elba is our Thursday evening        
concerts.  The schedule is almost set – filled with old favorites and some very new and exciting acts, including local   
residents.  The first night in the park will be June 29, with the others on scattered Thursdays throughout the summer.  
Possibly even more exciting than that is a reunion of past groups at a familiar site in the village.  Follow us on Facebook 
for more about that as the plans are completed. 
 

Last year’s car cruise was such a success that we are planning another – in August or September – on another Sunday 
afternoon in the Village Park.  And of course, there will be scarecrows and Christmas Trees, because, well, because 
that’s fun. 
 

Please consider joining our group or at least volunteering at an event (that craft show requires many hands – and many 
basket donations).  Message us on Facebook or contact Pauli (356-1561) or Joanne (409-3183) 
 

It’s February…Spring can’t be far behind…. 

It’s a new year!  And with a new year comes change. 
 
But some things never change… Like the importance of reading to and with children.  And 
the need to create a bond among families using activities like bed time stories and sweet 
dream wishes. 
 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library can help your little ones to learn about the world 
around them while sharing family time with parents, grandparents, siblings or care takers.  
There’s no easier way to do this than with a good book.  As a matter of fact, the books that 
your children from birth to age five  receive aren’t just good books, they are award winners, 

specially chosen by educators and other professionals to enhance your child’s intellectual growth.  Since Elba Central 
School children have been provided the opportunity to participate in this program, teachers have reported that they 
have seen children coming in to school more prepared to learn, to sit still and listen and to share knowledge about 
numbers and colors and cultures and more. 
 
Do you know someone who has a child at any age up to age 5?  Are you, or someone you know, expecting a baby in 
2023?  Log on to Imaginationlibrary.com and follow the prompts to sign up a little person that you love.  There’s   
never a charge for families.  And we in Elba are fortunate to have 
the Richter Family Foundation and their support from The Town 
of Elba, The ECS Staff,  The Elba fire Department, The Elba FD 
Women’s Auxiliary, The Elba Betterment Committee, and other 
community members and retired teachers to make it all possible. 
 

It’s an opportunity we hope many will take advantage of.   
If you have any questions, call Pauli at 585-356-1561. 

mailto:pmiano@rochester.rr.com
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2023 Elba Youth Baseball 

 
Name____________________________________________ Birth Date________________ Age_________ T-Shirt size_________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian___________________________________ Signature________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address/City/Zip_________________________________________________________Phone_____________________________ 
 

**Ages as of May 1, 2023    
 The baseball season will run approximately May and June 
 
____Age 4-6 Girls and Boys-Tee Ball    
 
____Age 7-8 Co-Ed Coach- Pitch Baseball 
 
____Age 9-10 (Co-Ed) U10 League Baseball 
 
____Age 11-12 (Co-Ed) U12 League Baseball 
 

*These age brackets are estimates and subject to change based on any rule changes in our parent league and necessary 
numbers need to fill rosters.   
 
T-ball will be played in Elba (usually two games per week).  Coach Pitch will play mostly in Elba, with some    
travel options.  U10 will be played Mondays and Wednesdays with some away games in Orleans County.  U12 will 
be played Tuesdays and Thursdays with some away games in Orleans County. (schedules to be determined)   
 
Registration Fee: 
 
____$15.00- Maximum $30.00 per family 
 

Please make check payable to:  Elba Youth Baseball and return to:  
 

Elba Youth Baseball, c/o Mike and Lauren Zuber, 5251 Bridge Rd. Elba NY 14058 
   

Any questions, please call Mike 585.746.2630 or Lauren 585.750.9613 

 
Parents:  Please indicate below your preferred area of volunteering to make another successful baseball season. 
 
____Coach  ____Assistant Coach 
 
____Groundskeeping ____Refreshment Stand 
 

Thank you for your participation.  Let’s Play Ball!! 
 

We are looking forward to another great Baseball Season! 

 
 

Please have registrations postmarked on or before March 1, 2023 



 

 Village of Elba News  
 
 

This year we have made two of our tennis courts into multi use as Pickle Ball courts. 
In addition, lines on the main basketball court have been repainted and we are planning to do some repair work on the 
fencing surrounding the courts.  The charcoal grills will be replaced later this spring. 
 
Elba Youth Baseball sign up is under way.  The deadline is March 1, 2023. We have more information on the Village          
Facebook site. 
 
Reminder there is a local law that prohibits smoking, vaping, etc. in the Village Park. In addition, a New York State law 
was passed last year prohibiting smoking in municipal or state-operated beaches, pools, boardwalks, marinas,             
playgrounds, recreation centers, public parks and group camps. Violations carry a $50.00 fine. 
  
The sewer system upgrades have been on hold due to funding and supply issues but will get underway this spring. This  
phase one of the project mandated an Ultra-Violet waste water treatment system. 
 
The Village will purchase several speed limit radars which will hopefully encourage motorists to slow down in the         
Village. 
 
A new village web site should be up and running soon. 
 
Reminder: Village elections take place on March 21, 2023 at the Village Office from noon to 9pm. 
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News from B.E.S.T. (Building Elba School Together) 
 

B.E.S.T. has been busy this winter!  We had another successful Santa’s Secret Shop, and moved on to 50/50  
Raffles at some of our home basketball games. Thanks to our amazing community (and very generous winners), B.E.S.T. 
has been able to raise some funds for our spring events and make a donation to the Jordyn Torrey Augello Memorial 
Foundation.  Now we are looking forward to several fun events that we have planned for the second half of the year!  
The spring Scholastic Book Fair is up next, and this one is BOGO!  The fair will run for classes on April 26th and 27th.  
We are trying something new this year, and will be open for the community to come shop at night on the 26th.  B.E.S.T. 
is also excited to be bringing back the “Sons and Muckers” outdoor event on June 3rd.  Be on the lookout for more infor-
mation to come home about these events in the next couple of months.   
 
Before we know it, B.E.S.T. will be helping out with end of year celebrations and preparing to award our annual         
scholarships to graduating seniors.  Anyone interested in helping out with B.E.S.T. events can contact us at                 
Elbabest@elbacsd.org, or come check out one of our monthly meetings!  
 
As always, thank you for your support! 

 

Save the Date—June 3, 2023 
 
 

8th Annual Elba Central School Alumni Reunion—All classes are welcome. 
 

The Class of 1973 will be honored as they celebrate their 50 years since graduation. 

mailto:Elbabest@elbacsd.org
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Important Dates: 
 

Friday, March 10th, Saturday, March 11th & Sunday, March 12th—Musical 

Friday, March 10th—Superintendent’s Conference Day—No School 

Sunday, March 12—Daylight Saving Time begins (set your clock forward one hour) 

Monday, March 13th—Board of Education Meeting 6:30 p.m.—Library Media Center 

Tuesday, March 21st—8th Grade Youth Conference @ GCC 

Thursday, March 23rd—Tech Wars @ GCC 

Friday, March 24th—GLOW with your Hands @ GCC 

Friday, March 24th & Saturday, March 25th—GWMEA All County Festival I 

Tuesday, March 28th through Thursday, March 30th—Gettysburg/Washington DC Field Trip 

Monday, April 3rd through Monday, April 10th—Spring Recess—No School 

Wednesday, April 12th—Board of Education Meeting—6:30 p.m.—Library Media Center 

Tuesday, April 18th—7th Grade History Class to Geva Theatre 

Wednesday, April 19th  & Thursday, April 20th—NYS ELA Exams 

Wednesday, April 26th & Thursday, April 27th—Elba’s BEST PTSA Scholastic Book Fair 

Monday, May 1st through Wednesday, May 10th—AP Exams 

Tuesday, May 2nd & Wednesday, May 3rd—NYS Math Exams 

Monday, May 8th—Annual Public Budget Hearing—6:00 p.m./Board of Education—6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 13th—Elba Betterment Committee Craft Show @ the Fireman’s Rec Hall 

Tuesday, May 16th—School Budget Vote/Board Member Election 12:00—8:00 p.m.—Auditorium Hallway 

       —Loved Ones’ Luncheon 

                              —Elba Hall of Fame Foundation Beef on Weck Dinner  

                              —Spring Fine Arts Festival  

Friday, May 26th through Monday, May 29th—Memorial Day Recess—No School 

Saturday, June 3rd—Elba’s BEST PTSA—Sons and Muckers Outdoor Event 

Monday, June 5th—NYS Grade 8 Science Exam 

Monday, June19th—Juneteenth—No School 

Thursday, June 22nd—Last day of school for students 

Friday, June 23rd—Class of 2023 Graduation 


